XX

HAWAIIAN DAYS DST SHOP AND SCHOOL

AFTER lie had spent a few days in Honolulu,
seeing the sights and getting acquainted in
Ms new midst. Wen was conducted by his brother
to a place which he knew under the name of Ewa,
and which is now in the Pearl Harbor district.

Here Da Ko had a general merchandise store,
and here Wen was to learn the shop business.
How he did work! He soon picked up a knowledge
of the Kanaka dialect, in which he became ulti-
mately most proficient, a necessary accomplish-
ment, for in that early period even Americans had
to speak more or less Kanaka.

He also learned how to keep the four or five
Chinese account-books, which were kept in the
usual painstaking, cumbrous Chinese fashion, in
connection with the ever-present abacus.

One thing he regretted greatly: he had no chance
to learn English at Ewa. His brother spoke Eng-
lish but had no time to instruct Wen, since he was
busy most of the time on his rice plantation, some
two miles from the store. The language of the
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